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Revitalizing 
Entrepreneurship 
Education 

Adopting a Critical Approach in the 
Classroom 

By Karin Berglund & Karen Verduijn
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Success
Celebrations

Mundane 
everyday 
practices

Entrepreneur of 
the Self

Entrepreneurship 
with the other
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Pitch or 
Monologue

Dialogue

6

Playing with the 
rules of the game

Playing the rules 
of the game
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Do we – as (critical) 
entrepreneurship researchers –
bring our research contributions 
into our classrooms? 

Critique - as the importance of 
something 

Entrepreneurship is critical because it contributes to… 
e.g. economic growht, improved pedagogy (it is 
important!)
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Critique – entrepreneurial logic 

Entrepreneurship is critical because it contributes to… 
e.g. economic growht, improved pedagogy (it is 
important!)

Critique towards something opens up for opportunities 
to be formulated – with the aim to  improve the 
situation via a solution/ modification/ innovation (the 
entrepreneurial logic)

Critique  - as a reflective praxis
Entrepreneurship is critical because it contributes to… 
e.g. economic growht, improved pedagogy (it is 
important!)

Critique towards something opens up for opportunities 
to be formulated – with the aim to  improve the 
situation via a solution/ modification/ innovation (the 
entrepreneurial logic)

Critique as a reflective praxis; What is happening here? 
How can we understand this? What is let in? What is 
left out? 
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Entrepreneurship 
Education

FOR
Purpose

ABOUT
Content

IN
Practice

THROUGH
Means
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Entrepreneurship 
Education

FOR
Starting up 
a business

ABOUT
Rules of the market

IN
Making business
Business making

THROUGH
Tools

Instructions

Alternative
Entrepreneurship 

Education

FOR
Becoming an 

informed 
decision-maker

ABOUT
Rules for 

changing the 
game

IN
Enacting 

entrepreneurship in 
some form

THROUGH
Dialogue
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Alternative
Entrepreneurship 

Education

FOR
Becoming an 

informed 
decision-maker

ABOUT
Rules for 

changing the 
game

IN
Enacting 

entrepreneurship 
in some form

THROUGH
Dialogue Entrepreneurship 

Education

FOR
Starting up 
a business

ABOUT
Rules of the market

IN
Making business
Business making

THROUGH
Tools

Instructions

Revitalizing Entrepreneurship 
Education

… connect entrepreneurship (more) to society (and not 
only to the economy).
…. make students aware of this by paying attention to 
troublesome global developments and not only 
highlighting the importance of new venture creation.
… place question marks with how contemporary 
neoliberalist displacements have been entwined with 
entrepreneurship, and the consequential shift of 
responsibility from institutions to individuals (fostering the 
entrepreneurial self).
-> address general, taken-for-granted assumptions 
attached to the entrepreneurship phenomenon, so as to 
pave the way for a more nuanced understanding.
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Revitalizing Entrepreneurship Education: 
….walking the talk 

The learning process should be designed so that it 
facilitates to move educators and students from 
some (unwanted) constructions of entrepreneurship
….to deconstruct the taken for granted assumptions 
that uphold this/these construction/s, 
….to inviting students and teachers to collectively 
work together to reconstruct entrepreneurship.

Entrepreneurship and the 
Entrepreneurial Self 

Aim of course is to develop an understanding and 
knowledge about alternative forms of entrepreneurship, 
and to form an understanding of how the entrepreneurial 
self takes part of individual lives, organizational work and 
of societal hopes to come to grips with serious problems 
in a wish for a better world.
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Entrepreneurship 
&

The Entrepreneurial Self

Themes: 
• Entrepreneurial Self
• Alternative Entrepreneurship 

and Conflicts
• Alternative Entrepreneurship 

and the Other

Methods: 
• Lectures 
• Guest lectures
• Seminars

Course project: 
• The entrepreneurial self 

of a company

Methods: 
• Supervision
• Students creativity, 

organizing skills, 
collective work

Course Conference 
1 written group assignment
1 individual reflection

Home exam 1
Home exam 2

Practical 
path

(FOR/IN/THROUGH)

Theoretical 
Path

(ABOUT)

Key concepts in the course 
• Entrepreneurship discourse 
• The gendered and ethnocentrically determined 

entrepreneur 
• Principle of potentiality 
• Class-as-achievement through entrepreneurial 

discourse
• Entrepreneurial self 
• Alternative entrepreneurship 
• Neoliberal governmentality
• The alternative entrepreneur and the other
• Productive power – governing through 

entrepreneurial freedom 
• Psychic life of neoliberalism 
• Emotions, tensions and conflicts  - and the 

vulnerable subject
• The self-governing entreployee’ 



4/23/18

11

Learning outcomes
Knowledge and understanding
• Analyse and discuss entrepreneurship from the notion of discourse and 

the entrepreneurial self. 
• Apply theories and concepts to alternative forms of entrepreneurship 

and analyse how entrepreneurial identities are constituted, how 
conflicts may arise in entrepreneurship and how entrepreneurial selves 
relate to others

Skills and abilities
• Creatively develop an entrepreneurial idea and to plan, present and 

perform an imaginary case and/or role-play of that idea.
Judgement and approach
• Evaluate the production of different forms of entrepreneurship
• Reflect upon one´s self as entrepreneurial from applied theories and 

from the different forms of entrepreneurship encountered in the 
course.

Assumption Deconstruction Reconstruction 
The gender neutral 
entrepreneur

Entrepreneurship as 
gendered 

When students scrutinize 
gendered understandings it  
makes it possible for them 
to escape some of these 
assumptions. 

Entrepreneurship as 
starting a business-
making/making business

View entrepreneurship as a 
form of organizing in the 
healthcare sector

Students start to recognize 
how they could organize 
healthcare in more 
innovative ways. 

Entrepreneurship as 
economic development 

Discuss entrepreneurship 
as social change, and 
recognize how it has been 
connected to e.g. 
sustainable development. 

Practice how alternative 
ways of entrepreneurship 
can be practiced to lay the 
ground for a more 
sustainable future. 

Entrepreneurship as 
freedom

Entrepreneurship governs 
us through this sought 
after freedom

Recognizing how 
entrepreneurship ’controls 
us’ opens up for students 
to make other 
‘entrepreneurial’ decisions
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Intervention as a pedagogical
approach to disclose new wor(l)ds

In pedagogical processes humans can acquire the ability to 
intervene in reality; by ascribing new words to phenomena we 
can ‘own’ reality. 
This ownership can be spurred in the classroom - through 
invention and re-invention. 
… “through the restless, impatient, continuing, hopeful inquiry 
human beings pursue in the worlds, with the world, and with 
each other” (Freire, 1970, p. 53). 

Intervention -> a pedagogical approach of 
deconstruction/reconstruction

Deconstruction & Reconstruction

Deconstructing is concerned with interrogating dominant 
constructions of entrepreneurship to ‘lay bare’ the assumptions 
that together construct such dominant constructions, as well as 
‘challenging’ (critiquing) – with students/colleagues – particular 
constructions.
Reconstructing is concerned with welcoming (social) creativity, 
pointing at the productive sense of critique, but also at creativity in 
the sense of creating (alternatives), some new understanding, or 
form, or alternative ways of organising common good. 

-> Presenting entrepreneurship from a sceptical-critical perspective 
(deconstructing entrepreneurship) simultaneously necessitates 
providing students with a ‘hopeful’ space where it can be 
reconstructed. 
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1. Constructions of 
entrepreneurship 

2. De-construction of 
entrepreneurship 
e.g. through pictures, 
film, dance, walking 
trips, paradoxes, 
biographies, 
interviews 

3 Re-construction of 
entrepreneurship 
Dialogue and student driven projects –
often including experimentation/ 
various enactments

Enacting intervention in the classroom: 
Deconstruction/Reconstruction (an iterative and 
interactive process) 

Evoking

Challenging

Moving

Dialogue
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Workshop
1. In the group, identify assumptions of 

entrepreneurship that you interested to challenge.
2. Discuss the assumptions in relation to 

entrepreneurship education.
3. Choose one of the identified assumptions that you in 

the group would like to challenge in (relation to) 
entrepreneurship education? 

4. How could these assumptions be deconstructed? E.g. 
what ‘means’/’tools’’ could be used to lay bare the 
meanings that uphold these assumptions? 

5. In what ways could ‘reconstruction’ be facilitated as a 
learning/entrepreneurial process?

Prepare a short presentation (3 min) 
with the key points discussed to share 
when wrapping up the workshop!

Dialouge
Sharing


