
Sten K. Johnson Centre  
for Entrepreneurship 
For entrepreneurs and the leaders oF tomorrow



Through a donation of SEK 20 million from industrialist Sten 

K. Johnson, the foundation was laid for the education and 

research platform that now constitutes the Centre. We have 

been able to reinforce the quality of the programmes and 

courses offered and recruit more top researchers. Now we 

are ready for the next phase of development. Our goal is 

clear: we are to become Europe’s leading centre for entre-

preneurship.

The Sten K. Johnson Centre for Entrepreneurship at School 

of Economics and Management currently runs 14 courses in  

entrepreneurship at different faculties of Lund University and 

an international Master’s programme with two specialisa-

tions: New Venture Creation and Corporate Entrepreneurship 

and Innovation. The teaching methods of this program focus 

on stimulating and challenging the student, emphasising 

actions and execution of business creation. 

During the Master’s programme, the students work  

actively on starting their own businesses or carrying out  

innovative development projects for established companies. 

Two successful companies that have been established partly 

as a result from this programme are Nocturnal Vision, which 

featured on the Swedish Institute’s 2012 Innovative Sweden 

international tour, and Desmo AB, which has developed a 

new business model for charity fundraising campaigns. Our 

students are currently undertaking business development 

Investments for a better future

projects for companies including Lindex, Öresundskraft and 

Helsingborgs Dagblad. 

Research at the Centre is conducted in two main fields:  

entrepreneurial learning and entrepreneurial processes. The 

research on how entrepreneurs learn and how entrepreneur-

ship can be taught is implemented directly into our courses 

and programmes. In order to further develop this aspect, we 

have also established an annual prize for the best European 

entrepreneurship educator, called the European Entrepre-

neurship Education Award. The prize is presented in conjun-

ction with a professional conference which brings together 

some of the world’s top entrepreneurship educators. The 

research on entrepreneurial processes centres on areas such 

as growth, new venture capital, business models, academic 

entrepreneurship, social entrepreneurship, and immigrant en-

trepreneurship. A research programme connected to the new 

research facilities MAX IV and ESS is also being developed.

Today, we have a fantastic foundation on which to build. With 

the education and research we have as a base, we can now 

focus on other activities that make a difference in the region. 

In our view, there is a need for better and more internationally 

oriented entrepreneurs, an effective knowledge generator 

that can benefit business growth and more international re-

search that can challenge the regional perspective. In order 

to achieve this, we need your help.

Migration, resource shortages, environmental change and economic development in 
the BRIC countries are just a few examples of global challenges requiring solutions. 
In many cases, these solutions can be found through entrepreneurship. There is a need 
for more entrepreneurs who see opportunities where others see problems and who 
are able to come up with new, creative solutions, business models and innovations.  
We shape these individuals – and we do so with knowledge in focus.



researchers and international 
collaborationst 
In order to generate more knowledge and better,  

internationally oriented entrepreneurs, we need additional 

doctoral students and researchers for the new MAX IV and 

ESS project, among others. We also need to establish new 

international collaborations, both with academic institutions 

and with companies.

scholarships For global talent
A scholarship donation enables international students who 

lack the means to fund their studies to take the Master’s 

programme in Entrepreneurship. As entrepreneurship today 

often takes place in a global arena, an international student 

group provides greater opportunities to create companies 

with growth potential. In addition, a scholarship donation 

has a concrete impact on the life of an individual who has the 

potential to become one of the leaders and social planners 

of tomorrow. 

Knowledge generator
We want to create an effective knowledge generator with 

a focus on more meetings and collaborations between 

companies, organisations, students and researchers, to 

facilitate the exchange of knowledge and ideas. We know 

that collaborations generate opportunities. We also know that 

networking is an important tool for entrepreneurs, both to 

find business opportunities and to implement business ideas. 

Companies in the region need an inflow of new, creative ideas 

and models in order to enable the continual development 

What your gift can help us achieve

of their business. Our students and the research carried out 

at the Centre can provide support in this process. Through 

different events such as creative workshops, inspirational 

conferences and round table discussions, we want to create 

an international arena for inspiration and knowledge transfer. 

digital communication platForm
We want to create an electronic communication platform in 

order to better disseminate knowledge of entrepreneurship. 

The intention is that it will include discussions on topical issues 

concerning entrepreneurship, interviews with researchers on 

the latest findings and inspiring stories from entrepreneurs 

and innovators, all with knowledge in focus. The plan for the 

platform also includes e-learning, with developing countries 

as a clear target audience.

costs
The estimated cost of the various development projects is:

• SEK 1.5 million for a doctoral student or an international 

visiting researcher

•SEK 500 000 to develop a digital communication and  

learning platform

•SEK 200 000 for activities to benefit local business  

development

• SEK 120 000 per scholarship for talented international students 

• SEK 100 000 for the work to increase internationalisation

 

With large donations, it may be possible for the donor 

to name the activity supported, and the donor receives  

membership of the Entrepreneurial Society of Lund University.

The Sten K. Johnson Centre for Entrepreneurship at the School of Economics and  
Management aims to become an arena where knowledge of entrepreneurship is gained, 
developed and spread in collaboration with business, students and researchers. We want 
to put Skåne on the global map for entrepreneurship and innovation. This is our vision.  
Will you help us to realise it? 



world-class research
Lund University is ranked as one of the top 100 universities in the world and one of the foremost 

research-intensive universities in Scandinavia. Our 47 000 students, almost 3 000 researchers and 

650 professors at eight faculties conduct world-class research in fields including medicine, materials 

science and sustainable development. 

In Lund, diversity comes together with some of the sharpest brains of our day in a research and 

education environment that forms a hotbed for scientific breakthroughs. Together we all work to 

understand, explain and improve our world and the human condition.

Your giFt maKes a diFFerence
When you choose to support the Sten K. Johnson Centre for Entrepreneurship at the School 

of Economics and Management at Lund University, you become part of our shared search for 

knowledge. At Lund University you can always find fields or disciplines close to your heart, whether 

it is a question of creating a sustainable society or finding the key to a specific disease. We work 

with you to tailor your giving so that you know exactly where the money goes and what we have 

achieved with your help.

Lund University – for a better world

lund universitY 

box 117
221 00 lund
tel +46(0)46 222 00 00
www.lu.se

http://www.lunduniversity.lu.se/ 

www.entrepreneur.lu.se

more inFormation about the sten K. Johnson centre For entrepreneurship 
Lottie Olsson Norrsén, External Relations

+46 (0)46 222 68 21, lottie.norrsen@fek.lu.se

contact the development oFFice
Eric Hamilton, Project Manager

+46 (0)46 222 03 41, eric.hamilton@rektor.lu.se

contact lund universitY Foundation
Ulrika Nilsson, Executive Director

+46 46 222 34 39, ulrika.nilsson@lunduniversityfoundation.org

donations From the united states
The Lund University Foundation in the United States has been given tax-exempt status as a 

charitable organization by the Internal Revenue Service under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 

Revenue Code. This means that contributions from the United States are tax-deductible for donors 

as provided by law. 

donations From sweden 

To make a donation in Sweden to research and education at Lund University, please use Bankgiro 

830-6599 or Plusgiro 5 89 93-7. Include the field you wish to donate to and your name, address 

and email address so that we can let you know how your donation has made a difference.


